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Friends,

It is with great warmth and optimism that I write this letter. Over the 
last several months of campaigning, communities across Maryland 
have been incredibly enthusiastic in their embrace of our vision for
the state. Time and again I hear a similar refrain: “We know you. We 
trust you. We’re with you.”

So much of that support is based on an understanding that is central to my
vision for the state: competence in government. By getting the core services of government 
to work properly -- even the basics like answering the phones and filling the potholes -- we 
can restore trust in our government’s ability to execute on bigger, bolder solutions that will 
allow more Marylanders to achieve the quality of life they deserve. 

Understood that way, competent government is a transformative concept. It’s the difference 
between the rhetoric we all agree on, and the results we all deserve. As your next Governor I 
will focus my brand of proven, honest leadership on delivering results that you can see and 
feel every day.

For Black Marylanders, those results matter. Each week, Black leaders in business, faith, and 
politics tell me that they’re tired of being told how important they are, and want to be shown 
how important they are through concrete policy commitments that impact their quality of life 
in meaningful ways. I write today to outline concrete commitments that you can bank on 
from me as your next Governor. 

As your next Governor, I will maintain the same bedrock commitment to your communities 
that I have demonstrated during my tenure as Comptroller. Points of progress I’m particularly
proud of include:

• I have consistently fought against single bid contracts for state procurement projects, 
because they unfairly stack the deck against Minority and Women Owned Businesses 
(MWBEs). Since becoming Comptroller, the use of single bid contracts has fallen by 86% 
because of my advocacy. 

• I have voted for and approved more than $19.2 billion in contract payments to MWBEs 
during my tenure as Comptroller. 

 • Make addressing the ongoing effects of redlining a top
priority for my administration. In collaboration with
state-chartered community banks, local credit unions, and
other community-focused lenders, my administration will
seek to provide state-backed mortgage loans to
individuals in communities of color with a goal of
creating parity in new homeownership rates by the end
of my administration’s first term, with an explicit focus
on historically disinvested communities.

  • Ensure fair and equitable home appraisal standards in all
communities, so that Black families are assessed the true
value of their homes and other properties.

  • My administration will seek to eliminate predatory loans in the housing industry, which
disproportionately affect Black homeowners.

 •    One side effect of Black homeownership being disproportionately low is that Black
Marylanders make up a significant portion of the renter population in our state. This
means that during periods of economic hardship when evictions spike, as they did with
COVID, Black renters carry a disproportionate burden of the state’s housing insecurity.
My administration will address this by:

◦ Piloting an eviction diversion program that expands on the right to counsel for
evictions, through which the state offers temporary rent payments directly to landlords
for tenants who can prove a substantial and temporary loss of income.
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